INNER SPACE MEDIA INTERVIEW:

PEYTON HERRON

a candid conversation with the student, the spokesperson,
the daughter, the sister and her new role as “Quantum Girl”
There are a lot of teenage voices in
America today, but Peyton Herron is a
standout. Turning 15 in today’s world
is difficult for anyone of that age, but
Peyton has chosen to make her presence
known, to express herself and her own
ideas, and share the most intimate details of her own life, regardless of how
painful they might be.
To look at her, she seems like your
typical, all-American girl, but beneath
it all lies a history of pain. She’s not
afraid to talk about the sexual abuse
she once faced at the hands of a trusted
friend, nor of the pain and thoughts of
suicide it evoked. She is candid about

her own self-doubt, but also about her
brave determination, about life and
love and about her open bisexuality,
which she somewhat attributes to the
rape she had endured.
When one prepares for an interview
with someone in their mid-teens, there
generally isn’t a whole lot of experience
to draw from, but when talking with
Peyton, one gets the sense that within
her buried deep is a time-worm old soul.
When one sits across from her one senses a wisdom deficient in most of those
in her generation. Peyton Elise Herron
is outspoken about those things she believes in, unafraid of rebuke, while ever

at odds with her own demons. Regardless, she’s not afraid to talk about them.
Peyton grew up in Los Angeles with
a mom and a dad who are still together. There is also a sister, Ophelia, whom
Peyton (aka Pey Pey) calls Phee. Phee is
Peyton’s fraternal twin. The two are not
identical, but close enough in appearance that they are unmistakably twins.
Peyton refers to Phee as not only her sister, but “a connected part of her cosmic
soul,” which falls right in line with her as
the model for Quantum Girl. Quantum
Girl or QG as Peyton sometimes refers
to her, is a super-heroine with unique
powers that she only uses for good.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY IRORDANI

As I figure it, life can be thought of as
a gift. I have to ask myself, Why are
we here? Is there any purpose to it all?
Quantum Girl doesn’t have the answers
yet; neither do I, but I think we each
have an obligation as living, breathing
human beings to help each other.

I’m fine with the way I look. But as for
the inner me, I wish that I had more
confidence. I wish that I could be more
like Phee in that way. Then again, she
says that she wishes she could be more
like me, so I guess no one is ever quite
satisfied with who they are.
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Could I fall in love with someone who
looked like they just escaped from the
Walking Dead? Seriously, I don’t know.
To be totally honest, probably not. I
mean, we each have our gag threshold.
But that person doesn’t need to be perfect. Lord knows I’m not.

INNER SPACE MEDIA: Who is
Quantum Girl?
PEYTON: Quantum Girl is a superhero or heroine unlike any before her,
though I don’t want to sound, I don’t
know, conceited that we thought of a
character that no one else had.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: By “we”
meaning—
PEYTON: Oh, sorry. Don Austen
and me. We were trying to come up
with a good idea for a comic book
that would revolve around my life in
a fictitious environment. At first we
thought to make it the life of a somewhat typical new to high school teen. I
mean, we could have interjected some
sort of mystery like with Riverdale,
but then again we didn’t want it to be
about murders and all. Plus we wanted
whatever character that was patterned
after me to have the ability to help others. Actually the name Quantum Girl
came before we decided what her abilities were going to be.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: Why Quantum Girl?
PEYTON: Actually, Don came up
with tit. He’s always been interested in
how the universe began and in things
like quantum entanglement, so he suggested the name, Quantum Girl, and
things sort of evolved from there.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: What’s so
different about her?
PEYTON: Spider-man was bitten by
a radioactive spider. The X-Men were
born mutants. Superman came from
another planet. Quantum Girl got her
powers from a previous universe. She
has an almost microscopic quantum
seed implanted in her brain. It gives
her powers over the quantum realm;
not like in Ant-man and Wasp where
the quantum realm is just about super-microscopic stuff, but where she
has control over a lot of reality. But
she’s not like a god or anything. She
can still be hurt and it’s not like she can
make anything happen. So, it’s like, as
Quantum Girl, I can create my costume, which is really cool, but I can’t
make random objects appear.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: A really cool

costume, huh? How so?
PEYTON: Okay, so it’s black, but actually beyond black, like there’s nothing
there.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: So, you’re naked—
PEYTON: (laughs) No. It’s like there’s
literally nothing there, like nonexistence. But, but here’s the cool part. It’s
like looking into a miniature universe,
with stars and nebulae and galaxies that
are constantly moving and changing.
No superhero has ever had a costume
like that.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: Definitely
unique.
PEYTON: Anyway, it’s like a close-fitting tunic with long sleeves and a skirt
that comes about here above my knees.
No boots. Every superhero has boots.
Boots are so 20 minutes ago. Very slight
shoes that mainly cover my toes and the
soles of my/her feet. Oh, and Quantum
Girl wears a black cowl with an effect
like her uniform. And a cape that goes
down just past my, er, her butt.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: Why a cape?
Those of us who’ve seen the Incredibles
now realize that capes are bad things.
PEYTON: Superman uses his cape for
all sorts of things. Batman uses his to
glide. Anyway, QG’s cape is special.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: How so?
PEYTON: Well, when she takes if off it
becomes invisible, and can make whatever object or person that’s under it invisible, too, just by contact.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: It must be
awfully hard to find it if gets lost.
PEYTON: She can see it, though.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: I was looking
around
PEYTON: She can duplicate herself
into a thousand copies, but each shares
a common consciousness, no matter
how far apart, because they are connected by quantum entanglement. She
doesn’t have super strength or invulnerability or heat vision, but she can
blast out force fields or use them to
protect herself. And while she can’t fly
like Supergirl, she can appear anywhere
instantly, even underwater in the ocean
or in the sky or outer space and basical-
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ly float or move around in it or remain
fixed. And she can travel though time,
though she still hasn’t figured out how
to go back past the big bang, and while
she hasn’t tried to go to another galaxy
or planet yet, and I emphasis the word
“yet,” that’s a definite possibility.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: And this is
for a comic book—
PEYTON: Yes, but Don is going to be
pitching it as a movie or television series. I helped brainstorm the idea and
a lot of the storyline, but Don wrote
the script.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: Don Austen.
PEYTON: He’s the founder of Thursday’s Child of which I am the official
teen spokesperson.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: I was looking around the website. You have quite
a large presence.
PEYTON: Mainly the home page and
a section called Peyton’s Place.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: And there
were a couple of other girls there. A
brunette and a blonde... On Peyton’s
Place
PEYTON: Phee, Ophelia, she’s the
blonde. My twin sister. The brunette
is Giovanna. The page she’s on, that
took something of a thought marathon to do; a lot of decision on my
part, to come out as bi, I mean. A lot
of kids call it gender fluid, but I’m not
an advocate for all that unlimited gender thing. I’m attracted to boys, but I
feel safe around girls, and I found a
basis for attraction in that. I was molested by a man I and my family had
very much trusted a while back. Being
molested changes a person. At least it
changed me. I’d never had sex before
or since. I don’t know if for better or
worse, but I’m changed. I guess I can
get away with labeling myself as bi because I’m pretty. Guys in school are,
like, “Cool, Can we see the two of you
naked?” And it’s like, “Shut up! Don’t
you wish!”
INNER SPACE MEDIA: I guess Peyton Herron has a superpower, too.
PEYTON: What’s that?
INNER SPACE MEDIA: The ability to
put people in their place.

PEYTON: So right. Anyway, my
parents are cool with it, the bi thing,
though my mom said to be sure and
wear protection if I ever have sex with
a girl.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: You’re joking, right?
PEYTON: I am. Don told me, if you
ever want to—pardon my French—
mind-fuck anyone, say it with, like, a
total straight face.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: Do you have
a good relationship with your parents?
PEYTON: I do. I can always come to
them for help or advice.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: What about
with your sister?
PEYTON: Peas and carrots or is it carrots and peas? Phee and I shared the
same womb. Different placentas, but
the same womb. We’ve had our share
of quarrels. All sisters do. But she’s the
heart in my chest and I’m the heart in
hers.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: Back to
Quantum Girl...
PEYTON: Yessss?
INNER SPACE MEDIA: You have
a very intense stare. Has anyone ever
told you?
PEYTON: Mmmm hmmm. It’s another Peyton power.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: I see. So,
about Quantum Girl, how is it going to
work?”
PEYTON: We’ll, we’ve completed the
script. It’s Online along with a mockup cover. The name is trademarked—
at least it’s been applied for—and the
script, which is also a screenplay has
been copyrighted, copywritten. Copyrighted I think. Then come the basic layouts for the panels, after which
I, Mom, Dad, Phee and a few others,
though mainly me, need to pose for
photos. Don is doing the drawings—
he’s a really good artist—then he’ll
copy them onto the Bristol boards—
that’s a very heavy paper—then paint
them with gouache. It’s a long process.
There are a total of 48 pages plus the
covers with 226 paintings total, because each page with a few exceptions
has multiple panels. In the meantime,

Don’s going to pitch it for television or
a feature film. A lot of movies are based
on comic books these days.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: You mentioned that the script is Online.
PEYTON: I did.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: I read it. It’s
quite good. I can definitely see you in
the role.
PEYTON: For the comic book. I don’t
know about anything else. I do modeling, but I’m not an actress. Having to
memorizing lines terrifies me. But time
will tell.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: What would
you do if you were Quantum Girl?
PEYTON: I’d try and do the right thing.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: How so?
PEYTON: Well, as I figure it, life can be
thought of as a gift. I’m not a religious
person, so I have to ask myself, Why are
we here? Is there any purpose to it all?
Quantum Girl doesn’t have the answers
yet; neither do I, but I think we each have
an obligation as living, breathing human beings to help each other. I mean,
that’s why I do what I do with Thursday’s
Child. I don’t get paid or anything. But
I recognize there’s a need, a niche that
maybe only I can fill. I want to want to
be proud of who and what I am. I’m
kinda sorta blonde, you know. That in
and of itself is something to overcome.
You’re smiling.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: You’re amazing, especially for your age. You might
wind up as famous as Greta Thumberg.
PEYTON: Oh, don’t even go there.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: Really
PEYTON: “You have stolen my childhood1 How dare you!”.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: The young
lady doth protest too much?
PEYTON: I don’t know. I look at her
and David Hogg as, I hate to use the
term, “opportunists,” but they both appear to have a political agenda, especially David Hogg. Greta Thumberg, I don’t
know. Maybe she’s just been bred into
hysterics.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: I take it you
don’t believe the world is coming to an
end?
PEYTON: Hell, no. At least not with
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climate change. I don’t know about
liberals. I think they’d give away the
farm, so long as it wasn’t theirs.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: Any
thought on your future?
PEYTON: I’d like to be a doctor. Not
the kind you see in hospitals, but the
kind there aren’t enough of—maybe
none of—anymore. I’d like to maybe
live in a small town and carry a black
doctor’s bag, and when someone is
sick, I go to them. It doesn’t always
have to be about money, you know.
They can pay me in chickens or in
quantum cash.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: What about
your sister?
PEYTON: She likes her iPhone and
her iPad and her Macbook and her
AirPods, and has her eye on an LV
handbag that she keeps dropping
hints about to her our procreators for
Christmas. Don’t get me wrong, she’s
a good person and my best friend,
but she’s also a creature of comfort.
I guess we just came from different
sides of the womb.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: Do you ever
want to get married?
PEYTON: I think so. Life can be awfully empty when you live it alone.
Right now I have Mom and Dad, but
they won’t always be there, and neither will Phee. Life can be a chameleon, ever changing. You just need to
find the right color. Your color. And
then things fall into place.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: And what’s
your color?
PEYTON: Don’t know. Not yet at
least. Maybe Quantum Girl threw her
invisibility cape over the reptile and
wants me to choose in the dark.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: I think you
have a lot in common with Quantum
Girl.
PEYTON: I do.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: Maybe you
are Quantum Girl.
PEYTON: I wouldn’t mind being
her, even for a day. There’s so much I
would try to accomplish.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: What’s the
first thing you would do?

PEYTON: I’d go back in time to China
to stop the pandemic before it began.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: And if you
caught it, the virus, I mean?
PEYTON: Then maybe I’d die, but
think of how many lives I could save.
But then considering—
INNER SPACE MEDIA: What?
PEYTON: Like I said before, QG canturn herself into a thousand Quantum
Girls, all of them sharing one mind,
so, if one went in and got exposed and
died, her mind, her consciousness, her
soul would still survive. I would still
survive. Cheat death, so to speak. But
even if that weren’t possible, I’d risk it
anyway. Even if no one ever knew, I’d
know. With my last dying breath, I’d
know.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: How would
you describe Quantum Girl as a person? Who is she on the inside? What
are her goals? Here you have a teenage
girl, who is suddenly given abilities far
beyond those of mortal men—if I may
be so brazen as to steal the line—and
she’s still living at home with her sister and her parents, presumably still
wanting to lead at least a semblance
of normal life. And she has this insane
woman—
PEYTON: Thara-Klo
INNER SPACE MEDIA: Presumable
a former lover from a billion universes
ago, out to destroy her with no end in
sight.
PEYTON: She’s basically Quantum
Girl’s Lex Luthor. The reason we added her was because we wanted an antagonist to bring tension to the story,
where she could pop into Quantum
Girl’s existence at any moment. But
to answer your question, I think that
Quantum Girl is caring to the bone.
She’s still in awe of her abilities, but
the script spans and entire year, from
when she was fourteen. So, she’s had
twelve months to learn a lot about her
potential. But there was no instruction
manual, so whatever she learned, she
learned by herself through trial and
error. Power can corrupt a lot of people, but not her. It’s how she was raised;
what she believes. She’s strong emo-

tionally, but she still can hurt at times.
That’s what makes her human. That’s
what makes us all human. I like her. I’m
proud of her. I’m proud of who I made
her up to be. Who was it that said—
Lord Acton—we just learned about him
in history class—he said, “Power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely,” but that’s not Quantum Girl.
Perhaps one day she’s discover that she
has the power of a god, but it’s not her
to abuse it. She would only use abilities
to help others.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: Is there going
to be a love interest?
PEYTON: For Quantum Girl? We don’t
know. There is the mysterious man,
who placed the quantum seed in her.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: I forgot until
you just mentioned it. Quantum girl is
a reincarnation, isn’t she?
PEYTON: Yes. Her name was Khattaaara, but that was trillions upon trillions of years ago on the planet Rendenaaar. That was Don’s idea. He said he
was influenced by a novel entitled, She
by H. Rider Haggard that was published
well over a hundred years ago; I think
back in the 1880s. It’s about an immortal woman named Ayesha, who waits
2000 years for her dead love, Kallikrates
to be reborn, which he finally is in England in the form of a man named Leo
Vincey. Anyway, Ayesha’s love for him
is so strong that she waits for him all
that time to be with him again. With
Quantum Girl, though, Dhraaal—that’s
the man who placed the quantum seed
in her, has waited countless trillions of
years for her to be reborn. If that isn’t
love, I don’t know what is. The thing
is that Quantum Girl doesn’t have the
slightest idea who he really is or what
he looks like or even if he’s still alive,
because apparently, the quantum seed
was what allowed him to survive all this
time, but he gave it to her to protect
her from Thara-Klo. But, I mean, how
could she not love someone who loved
her that much?
INNER SPACE MEDIA: What if he
turns out to look hideous?
PEYTON: What if? Beauty and the
Beast, I guess.
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INNER SPACE MEDIA: What about
you? What about Peyton Herron?
PEYTON: Would I fall in love with
someone who wasn’t—what was it
Dad used to say—up to snuff? Dunno.
But then I’m not Quantum Girl.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: That’s too
easy an out.
PEYTON: Seriously, I don’t know.
Could I fall in love with someone who
looked like they just escaped from the
Walking Dead? To be totally honest,
probably not. I mean, we each have
our gag threshold. But that person
doesn’t need to be perfect. Lord knows
I’m not. You should see me when I get
up in the morning when I’ve had, like,
only three hours sleep—before I even
put on eye-liner. It’s like, “Run, Forrest,
run!” if you’d be a guy waking up next
to me, not that there has ever been a
guy who has ever woken up next to
me, and I say this specifically for when
my parents read this interview. Mom,
Dad, your daughter is still a virgin, at
least an intentional one.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: Intentional?
PEYTON: I told you that I’d been molested.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: It must have
been awful.
PEYTON: It was. I thought about killing myself at the time.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: Don’t ever
do that.
PEYTON: I won’t. I’ve learned a few
things since then. Unlike with Quantum Girl, you can’t change the past.
You shouldn’t even dwell on it. If someone deliberately hurts you, if you continue to think about whatever it was
they did to you, you give them power.
If you can’t undo something, there’s no
use to constantly relive it. That only
serves to destroy you. And life; my
life has meaning. I’ve been taught to
look at the universe like a giant run of
dominoes; remove one and everything
changes. Maybe there is no purpose to
it all, but each of our existences has an
effect on everyone else’s, and it can be
good or bad, whatever you make yours
to be. But to remove yourself from the
equation, that’s just being a coward.

Life can be thought of as such an incredible blessing. It’s what separates all
living creatures from rocks.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: That’s quite a
philosophy.
PEYTON: It’s acquired.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: Your parents?
PEYTON: My parents are Christians.
They believe in the divine nature of
things—God created this and God
created that and God said. “Let there
be,” and all you have to do is not question and believe and all’s right with the
world and in the end, no matter what
happens, you get to go to Heaven and
be given a harp and a halo and wings
that hopefully don’t molt every spring.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: So, who imparted all this wisdom to you?
PEYTON: I told you I was suicidal after what happened. I was a mess. All
I did was cry. My hands were trembling nonstop. Phee kept calm when
my emotions overcame me. She was
angry, I could tell. I think if she had
a gun she would have gone to Richard
and shot him dead. Richard, that was
the man who… everyone trusted him,
but he turned out to be just another Jeffrey Epstein. Anyway, Phee did
her best to stay calm and went Online
and found Thursday’s Child, and that’s
how I first met Don. We talked on the
phone for hours; sometimes into the
middle of the night, but he was there
for me without fail, even through the
trial. When I finally had my head together, I told him I wanted to help,
and so we met. Mom and Phee and I
met with Don and Annabella and, well
here I am. I became the official spokesperson for Thursday’s Child. If I didn’t
have purpose before, I do now. As you
pointed out, I have my own part of the
website and I help other kids. I don’t
take phone calls, but I answer emails.
Sometimes I do live chat, but not very
often. All I know is that what happened
to me, horrible though it was, caused
me to wind up where I am today, so
out of the fire, the phoenix was born.
That’s what Don said. Don’s not into
virtue signaling either. All the celeb-

rities posting on Facebook and Twitter,
are all just showing how woke they are,
but never really doing anything other than stirring the kettle. “Do things
to help others, but don’t ever brag. If
you brag about it, that’s not real charity. That’s not helping others. That’s just
for you, so that people will think, ‘Oh,
what a great person she is!’ Help others
whenever, however you can, but keep
that to yourself; otherwise it spoils it.”
That’s his philosophy and it’s become
mine. Oh, I have the website and there
are things I have to tell to legitimize
why I’m there, but the vast majority of
my contributing goes literally without
saying.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: You said you
and your family had trusted Richard.
What about Don? Do you have any
fears?
PEYTON: That he’d take advantage of
me, too? At first I wasn’t sure. I mean,
he was just a voice on the phone, but
there was a difference. It didn’t matter
what time it was or what he was doing
whenever I called, he was there for me.
He didn’t know what I looked like; if
I were black or white or weighed four
hundred pounds, he talked to me like
I was his very, very, very younger sister
or his daughter. Plus he has a girlfriend
he’s probably going to marry. He’s idealistic and romantic, and I truly believe—
no, strike that—I know that he would
lay down his life for me. So, yes, I do
trust him. Implicitly. There is absolutely
no reflection of Richard in him, and I
say that with full retrospection
INNER SPACE MEDIA: If you could
change one thing about yourself, what
would it be?
PEYTON: You ask tough questions.
Um. I’m fine with the way I look. But as
for the inner me, I wish that I had more
confidence. I wish that I could be more
like Phee in that way. Then again, she
says that she wishes she could be more
like me, so I guess no one is ever quite
satisfied with who they are. We just
have to play the hand we’re dealt.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: Do you want
to have children someday?
PEYTON: Definitely, but at a time
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when I’m ready; when I’m done with
medical school and married and settled down.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: How many?
PEYTON: Two. I realize that one
would be easier to focus one’s attention on, but having grown up with a
sister, and I know how important it
can be for a child to have a playmate
and a confidant. Parents can’t be there
24/7. Having a sister turned out to be
an important part of my becoming
who I am.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: Do you think
Quantum Girl would ever have kids?
PEYTON: I don’t know. I guess you’d
have to ask her. But whatever child
she did or didn’t have, it, he or she,
wouldn’t be a Quantum Kid. What QG
has isn’t hereditary. It’s all based on
the quantum seed, and, as far as she
knows, only two exist—one in her and
one in Thara-Klo, and I don’t think
that Thara-Klo is going to give hers up
without a fight.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: We had to
put off this interview because you had
some sadness in your life just happen.
PEYTON: My grandma passed away a
couple of weeks ago—my dad’s mom.
She hadn’t been doing well for a while.
She had dementia. For the past eight
years, she had to be in a care facility.
We visited her every now and then,
but her memory was gone. Once she
thought I was her sister. Then she saw
Phee and got all hysterical thinking
that Phee was like a doppelganger of
her, and they had to sedate her. From
that point on, Phee and I never came
to see her at the same time.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: It must have
been hard.
PEYTON: Just on Dad. I didn’t really
know her. She was already in decline
when I was born. But I don’t have any
other grandparents. Mom’s parents
both died in a car crash when she was
around my age, and Dad’s father was
a casualty of Viet Nam. So, it’s just us
four now.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: And Quantum Girl.
PEYTON: And Quantum Girl. God, I

hope this takes off.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: I thought
you were a nonbeliever.
PEYTON: Just an expression.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: So, what
makes Quantum Girl different—in
terms of the storyline?
PEYTON: Most of the superhero stories are about battling aliens or super-villains, and I know we have Thara-Klo, but our focus will be on people.
Quantum Girl is going to encounter
other teens who are being bullied or
who self-harm or have thoughts of
suicide, those with anorexia or bulimia
or who have been victims of date rape
or molestation or do drugs. The stories will touch upon bigotry and hate,
but also have a message of hope if not
a solution or cure. You don’t find that
when the Avengers battle Thanos. You
just see people turning into dust. That
will, however, be a part of the second
season and the second book in the series. The first mainly deals with Quantum Girl finding herself and battling
her own demons, though it includes
issues with bullying, cutting, suicide
and sex trafficking. By the way, in the
series, I will be playing six separate
roles.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: And which
are they?
PEYTON: Well, there’s me, Peyton
and Payton (spelled with an “a”) from a
parallel dimension, who, by the way, is
gay, and then there’s Khattaaara, who’s
my former incarnation, a Quantum
Girl from another dimension, a future
version of myself as Quantum Woman
and Thara-Klo, who has pointed ears,
a double pair of breasts, one beneath
the other, and a tail. The screenplay is
on the Thursday’s Child website or at
quantumgirl.net and the book is available on Amazon.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: In both the
series and the book, the main character is you, Peyton Herron.
PEYTON: Quantum Girl is my fantasy identity. On Thursday’s Child’s
website, on my Peyton’s Place section,
I also play a secret agent named Petonya Alexovna Heronina; Petya for short.

INNER SPACE MEDIA: You’re smiling.
PEYTON: I am. I love fantasizing about
what my life could have been like given
different circumstances. It’s the actress
in me. For me it’s all just fun.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: Changing
topics, as a teenager, what do you think
of the world today?
PEYTON: Unnerving.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: I wish you all
the best.
PEYTON: Thank you so much.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: How so?
PEYTON: Every aspect of life is under attack by the left: family values,
religion, language. Seriously, history is
being rewritten. It’s like the TV series
Deadwood, where everyone talks in
vulgar language all the time, and the
producer said that’s how they used to
talk. No, they didn’t, and you can know
that for a fact by reading books and
even dime novel written at that time.
Suddenly, all of the Founding Fathers
have become racist; even Abraham Lincoln, who freed the slaves. Democrats
are demanding monetary reparations
for the descendants of the slaves, but
none of them ever thank the more than
three hundred thousand Union soldier, who gave their lives to free them.
Statues are being toppled and defaced.
False histories are being written like the
1619 Project that claims that America
was founded in 1619 in order to promote slavery. If that was the case, why
was the Revolutionary War fought?
How many people have died as a result of riots because of George Floyd. I
mean, I’m sorry he died. I’m sorry when
anyone dies, but the man was a career
criminal and apparently died of a drug
overdose. And I’m sorry; girls are girls
and guys are guys, and until they invent
a way to sexually alter a person’s DNA,
that’s the way it is, and if you don’t like
the way you were born, I’m sorry, but
be grateful you weren’t born an octopus
instead of a human being. I’m ranting,
I know, but why can’t those in charge
just let people live their own lives? Now
we have hundreds of thousands if not
millions of people flooding across the
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southern border, many of whom are
Covid-infected, who, unmasked, are
being flown and bussed into our cities
after being crammed like sardines in
the border detention facilities. If only
I really were Quantum Girl, I would
go back in time, and prevent the virus
from ever being released.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: That certainly is a lot to think about.
PEYTON: Greta Thunberg obsesses about industrialization destroying
the climate. I worry about the left
destroying civilization as we know it.
I’m proud of our country. I know that
there was a lot of wrong that were committed in the past, but they’re in the
past, and unless you’re someone like
Quantum Girl, the past is unchangeable. Immutable. We learn from our
mistakes. We grow. We evolve. Okay,
let me put it like this. Everyone starts
out as a child, and children make a lot
of mistakes. But they also do a lot of
good things, too. They offer love They
give parents a sense of purpose. They
are a staircase to what can be a better future. But you don’t see anyone
tearing up their childhood photos. So,
why tear down statutes? Remember
slavery. Remember the Civil War. Remember World War II. We are better
today because those who came before
us cleared the forest, so that we could
plant our gardens. And, however bad
slavery was, however inhumane, consider the irrefutable fact that none of
the descendants of slaves would be
alive today had to not been for slavery. In other words, if you could go
back in time and prevent it from ever
happening, no African-American
alive today would exist: no Oprah
Winfrey, no Barack Obama, no Denzel Washington, no Beyoncé, no Will
Smith—none of them would ever have
been born. So, what should you wish
for: no slavery or none of the millions
who were born as a result? And that’s
my two cents worth.
INNER SPACE MEDIA: And then
some. Perhaps we can do this again.
PEYTON: Definitely, when there’s
more to tell. n

